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Meditation/Reflection to observe 
2018 World day of Cloistered life 

—Pro Orantibus Day (“For Those Who Pray”)—

A Matter of  Selfless Service to the Lord

Gospel Reading: Lk 19:11-28

While people were listening to Jesus speak, He proceeded to tell a parable 
because he was near Jerusalem and they thought that the Kingdom of God would 
appear there immediately.

So He said, “A nobleman went off to a distant country to obtain the kingship for 
himself and then to return. He called ten of his servants and gave them ten gold 
coins and told them, ‘Engage in trade with these until I return.’

His fellow citizens, however, despised him and sent a delegation after him to 
announce, ‘We do not want this man to be our king.’ But when he returned after obtaining the kingship, he 
had the servants called, to whom he had given the money, to learn what they had gained by trading.

The first came forward and said, ‘Sir, your gold coin has earned ten additional ones.’ He replied, ‘Well 
done, good servant! You have been faithful in this very small matter; take charge of ten cities.’

Then the second came and reported, ‘Your gold coin, sir, has earned five more.’ And to this servant too he 
said, ‘You, take charge of five cities.’

Then the other servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your gold coin; I kept it stored away in a handkerchief, for 
I was afraid of you, because you are a demanding man; you take up what you did not lay down and you harvest 
what you did not plant.’

He said to him, ‘With your own words I shall condemn you, you wicked servant. You knew I was a demanding 
man, taking up what I did not lay down and harvesting what I did not plant; why did you not put my money 
in a bank? Then on my return I would have collected it with interest.’

And to those standing by he said, ‘Take the gold coin from him and give it to the servant who has ten.’ But 
they said to him, ‘Sir, he has ten gold coins.’

He replied, ‘I tell you, to everyone who has, more will be given, but from the one who has not, even what 
he has will be taken away. Now as for those enemies of mine who did not want me as their king, bring them 
here and slay them before me.’”

After he had said this, he proceeded on his journey up to Jerusalem.

Reflection:

Today’s Gospel is the Parable of  the Coins or Talents. This parable is a reminder that all that we possess—
whether it is material or spiritual—is ultimately a gift from God and must be used in the context of  service. 
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The Lord does not give us talents and abilities just for our own purposes of  accumulating personal wealth or 
gaining human admiration for such God-given gifts. Rather, these gifts are to be creatively cultivated and care-
fully utilized for the sake of  His Kingdom here on earth and for the good of  others. 

We all can do this in our interpersonal interactions by recognizing that each person is made in God’s image and 
likeness. We can do this by the sharing of  our material blessings with those in need. We can do it by sharing our 
knowledge through teaching, writing or being the voice to the voiceless. We can do it by creating and sharing 
pieces of  art, dance or song. We can do it by caring for the sick and suffering or simply conducting business in a 
fair and ethical manner. We can do it by caring for the physical resources of  the earth entrusted to us.

If  it is done mindful of  the common good and directed toward the Kingdom of  God, it is the rightful use of  
our talents and resources—and our reward will be great!

Today’s feast of  the Presentation of  Mary finds it roots in the Eastern Church. According to tradition, when 
Mary was just three years of  age, her parents, Joachim and Anne, took her to the Temple so that she might 
be completely consecrated to the service of  the Lord. 

Today’s Marian feast also marks World Day of  Cloistered Life, traditionally known as Pro Orantibus Day (“For 
Those Who Pray”). It is a worldwide ecclesial celebration dedicated to those women and men who have been 
called to embrace a life of  silence, solitude and suffering as a means of  selfless service. 

Earlier this year during an apostolic visit to Peru, Pope Francis met with members of  various contemplative 
communities for mid-day prayer. In his address the Holy Father reminded them that cloistered life plays “a 
fundamental role in the life of  the Church.” 

Highlighting the universal outreach of  contemplative life, the Pope said: “You pray and intercede for our 
many brothers and sisters who are prisoners, migrants, refugees and victims of  persecution. Your prayers of  
intercession embrace the many families experiencing difficulties, the unemployed, the poor, the sick, and those 
struggling with addiction, to mention just a few of  the more urgent situations.”

He also told them they are “like those who brought the paralytic to the Lord for healing” and that through 
their prayer, night and day, they bring before God the lives of  so many of  our brothers and sisters who for various 
reasons cannot come to Him to experience His healing mercy, even as He patiently waits for them.

Pope Francis ended his address by reminding the 500 cloistered nuns gathered with him: “Know one thing, the 
Church does not tolerate you, she needs you. The Church needs you, with your lives of  fidelity, to be beacons and to 
keep pointing to the One who is the way, and the truth and the life, to the one Lord who brings us fulfilment and 
grants us life in abundance.”

 Let us give God thanks and praise for this special vocation within the life and mission of  the Church. We 
ask the Holy Spirit to inspire many young women and men to follow in Mary’s footsteps and selflessly offer 
their talents and gifts—as well as their very selves—to embrace this calling that serves as a channel of  grace 
and mercy to our broken and wounded world.
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